
Name[2][3][4][6]
Deacon John Willis
Gender
Male
Birth[5]
1606
London, England

Marriage
1636
Duxbury, Plymouth, Massachusetts, United States
to Elizabeth Hodgkins
Will[1]
15 Jun 1692
Bridgewater, Plymouth, Massachusetts, United States

Death?
31 Aug 1693
Bridgewater, Plymouth, Massachusetts, United States

[169] Will of John Willis senr of Bridgewater, dated "The 15 of ye 4th month june 
1692 ". Son Nathaniel Willis to be executor. To son John the 10 acres his house stands 
on, and my farm of threescore acres lying below Tittecut , also 10 acres not yet laid 
out; to son Nathaniel the homestead and other lands "only let it be Remembred that 
after his Decease the seventy Acres of the far field be divided unto his three sons 
Nathanael Jonathan and John "; to son Joseph during his life, 15 acres at the far field on 
that side next Taunton , and 25 acres of my last fifty that is yet to be laid out, and after 
his decease it shall go to his eldest son Joseph ; to son Comfort, 16 acres at the Indian 
field, etc.; to son Benjamin , lands; to eldest dau. Hannah Hayward , household goods; 
to dau. Elizabeth Harvey ; to grandchild Patience Augur one of my cows and my Bible; 
rest of estate to be divided among my three daus., Hannah Hayward , Sarah Ames and 
Elizabeth Harvey ; "my desire is that Mr Kieth and Captain Hayward would se my will 
fulfilled". Witnessed by Thomas Hayward and Elihu Brett who made oath to the same, 
20 Sep 1693 , the former being styled Capt. Thomas Hayward . [170] Inventory of the 
estate of said John Willis "who deceased the 27 Aug 1693", taken by Thomas Hayward , 
John Ames senr and Elihu Brett "ye last of August 1693 ", and presented at court by the 
executor, said Nathaniel Willis, 20 Sep 1693. Genealogical Advertiser: A Quarterly 
Magazine of Family History, Vol. III. September 1900. Plymouth County Probate 
Records, p. 93
_________
"Wheras John Willis, of Duxborrow, complained that his daughter in law, Rebeckah 
Palmer, was molested and hindered in performing faithfull service vnto her mr, viz, 
Samuall Mayo, of Barnstable by the wife of Trustrum Hull, of Barnstable aforsaid, the 
Court haue sent downe order by Roger Goodspeed, grand juryman, of Barnstable 
aforsaid, to wrarn the wife of ye said Trustrum Hull to desist from such practises any 
further, as shee or any other that shall soe doe will answare for her not appeering at 
this Court nor her attornie, to answare the suite comenced against her by the said John 
Willis." (The Plymouth Colony Archive Project at the University of Virginia. Servants and 
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Masters in the Plymouth Colony, Appendices I, II, and III on Plymouth Colony Laws, 
Court Orders, and Descriptive Statistics. PCR Volume 3, 1651-1661; March 2, 
1651/1652; PCR 3:4-5:)
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uncle Francis Willis deceased. On the 8th day of January, 1656, the year Bridgewater 
was incorporated, the following record, and almost the first in the book of records, 
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passenger list shows a John Willis at "29 yeres".  

8 ↑ Stratton, Eugene Aubrey. Plymouth Colony, its history & people 1620 - 
1691. (Salt Lake City, Utah: Ancestry Pub., c1986), pp. 159-160. John Willis came to 
America in 1635 and held some of town offices at Duxbury in 1637 and at Bridgewater 
in 1650. In 1648 he was a juror at the murder trial of Alice Bishope who was hanged 
for killing her daughter, Martha Clarke...
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