Facts and Events

Name

Thomas Gleason

Alt Name

Thomas Gleeson

Gender

Male

Christening[1]

3 Sep 1609

Cockfield, Suffolk, England

Marriage

31 Jul 1634

Cockfield, Suffolk, England

to Susanna Page

Death?

1686

Cambridge, Middlesex, Massachusetts, United States
Spring

Burial?

Cambridge, Middlesex, Massachusetts, United States
Big Harvard Square

VReferences

1 T Thomas Gleason, in Claassen, Judith Gleason. The Origin of Thomas
Gleason of Watertown and Cambridge, Massachusetts. New England Historical and
Genealogical Register. (New England Historical & Genealogical Society, Jan 2014),
168:15. Thomas Gleason was bp 3 SEP 1609 in Cockfield, Suffolk, England Watertown
son of Thomas Gleasona and Anne Armesby. His parents married in Cockfield 22
March 1602. His father was buried in Cockfield 22 March 1609/10. His father left a
nuncupative will in Cockfield 19 Mar 1609/10 in which he calls himself "Thomas
Gleeson of Cockefeild in the countie of Suff husbandman" and names his wife Anne
and "children." Anne Armesby was bp. 6 Nov. 1572. She married second to Humphrey
Sowgate after 1 Oct 1610 and had two more children Bridget and Martha. Her parents
were John Amesby and Fraces Frost. Thomas Gleason had two siblings Susan and
Elizabeth. He married Susanna Page on Susanna Page in Cockfield, Suffolk, England and
four children are recorded there from 1635-1643 (Susan, Thomas, Joseph and Frances)
and Frances was buried there 1644. There are no records of him from 1644-1652
when he is first recorded in New England. This gives us a narrow window of arrival. On
June 1, 1652 -- Thomas Gleason took the Oath of Allegiance at Watertown, Middlesex
County, Massachusetts Bay Colony.
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5 Thomas Gleson {sic} and Susanna Page had four children who were baptized
at Cockfield, Suffolk, England:

6

7


https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Place:Cockfield%252C_Suffolk%252C_England
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Place:Cockfield%252C_Suffolk%252C_England
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Person:Susanna_Page_%25283%2529
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Citation_needed
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Place:Cambridge%252C_Middlesex%252C_Massachusetts%252C_United_States
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Citation_needed
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Place:Cambridge%252C_Middlesex%252C_Massachusetts%252C_United_States
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Source:Claassen%252C_Judith_Gleason._Origin_of_Thomas_Gleason_of_Watertown_and_Cambridge%252C_Massachusetts
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Source:Claassen%252C_Judith_Gleason._Origin_of_Thomas_Gleason_of_Watertown_and_Cambridge%252C_Massachusetts
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Source:Claassen%252C_Judith_Gleason._Origin_of_Thomas_Gleason_of_Watertown_and_Cambridge%252C_Massachusetts

8
9 Susan Gleson, baptized on October 13, 1635.
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11 Thomas Gleson, baptized on January 21, 1637/1638 (i.e., 1638).
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13 Joseph Gleson, baptized on November 19, 1640.

14

15 Frances (daughter) Gleson, baptized on May 4, 1643; she was buried at All
Saints Church, Hartest, Suffolk, England

16  Wilson, Lillian May. Genealogy of the Descendants of Thomas Gleason of
Watertown, Mass., 1607-1909. (Haverhill, Mass.: John Barber White, 1909). The early
records contain no entries of consequence regarding Thomas Gleason, and from the
little that can be gathered from this source, it would seem that he was of a somewhat
arbitrary disposition, which not infrequently got him into trouble with the town
authorities on minor matters of conduct.

17 In 1658 Thomas Gleason removed to Charlestown, and on Dec. 3, he leased
from Capt. Scarlett, a portion of the Squa Sachem lands.
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19 In 1639 Squa Sachem had deeded to the town of Charlestown, her lands
lying in what is now Medford, reserving to herself certain tracts on the west side of
Mysticke Pond. By her will, she bequeathed all her property to certain prominent
citizens, among whom were Gov. John Winthrop and Edward Gibbons. The latter
secured possession of the lands on the west side of Mysticke Pond, and this was the
land subsequently leased to Thomas Gleason.

20

21 Soon after this lease was made a question arose as to the rightful ownership
of these lands, and in March of 1662, the town of Charlestown instituted a suit against
Thomas Gleason, for the purpose of obtaining possession. All of Thomas Gleason's
resources were swallowed up in the litigation, and the case was unsettled when he died
in the spring of 1686.

22 Helen Schatvet Ullmann, CG, FASG, "Susannah Pratt, the Evidence for her
being a Daughter of Thomas Gleason of Middlesex County, Massachusetts", in
Massachusetts Society of Genealogists. Massog. (Ashland, Massachusetts:
Massachusetts Society of Genealogists, 1977-), 32 (2008):71-72) . This article
provides evidence that no one heretofore has published.

23 Roger Thompson. Cambridge Cameos. (Boston, Massachusetts: NEHGS),
105-09. This chapter describes the colorful Gleason family, the information mostly
from court records. On p. 107 it suggests he was born between 1607 and 1610.

24 Robert H. Rodgers. Middlesex County, Records of Probate and
Administration. (Boston, Massachusetts: NEHGS), 258-61. Willilam Page of Watertown
made his will 16 Dec. 1664 directing his wife Hannah [a frequent alternate to Anna] to
give "to Thomas Leason my kinsman the summe of twentie shilllings: and that shee
given to William Leason now living with me the summe of ten pounds to be payd at age
of twenty two years, provided he stay with her . .. ." While William does not call
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Thomas his brother-in-law, William's widow Anna did call Thomas that in her will.

25 Probate indices, Suffolk Co., Mass, 1636-1894. (Salt Lake City, Utah:
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1941), 11:39. On 9 Sept. 1685 Ann Winne of Watertown
made her will. She was widow of Edward Winn but also widow of William Page. Near the
beginning of the long list of heirs she named brother in law Gleason, kinsman Thomas

Gleason, the wife of Thomas Prat Sr., and kin: Joseph, John, Philip, Isaac, Willilam,
Marie, and Anne Gleason.

26 Sanborn, Melinde Lutz. Ages from court records 1636 to 1700. (Baltimore
[Maryland]: Genealogical Pub. Co., c2003), 88. Thomas was age 52 in 1662 and 66 in
1676, but his age in other records varies.
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